
 
Reading Workshop for 

Reception Parents 



AIMS: 

• To share the Blackthorns strategy for teaching reading 

• Introduce Sounds~Write phonics scheme 

• Explain how we teach reading and writing 

• Explore how you can support at home 

 

 



Learning To Read 

• Phonics: Learning to decode the text: 
(Reading the words on the page)  

 
 

• Comprehension: Understanding about 
texts: (Story language and structure, 
characters, plots, features of texts) 

 

• Rich Literacy Environment 

• Fostering a love of reading 



Learning To Read In School 

• Daily phonics lesson:  

letter formation  

segment words into sounds 

blend sounds to read words  

write words  

manipulate sounds  

read sentences 

• 1:2:1 read with class teacher/teaching assistant each week 

• Daily Literacy lesson: key text that activities are based upon 

• Weekly teacher led literacy activity in a small group 

• Story time 

• Singing songs and nursery rhymes 



How You Can Support Your Child 

 

•Read decodable texts and ‘real’ books in equal 
measure 

•Read daily – little and often is best 

•Ask questions about their reading: Characters, 
Setting, Uh-Oh!, Ending 

 
 

 

 



Reading Diary 

Reading confidently 

 

 

Tricky 

 

 

Struggling 



Accessing Phonics Books At Home 

• https://www.amazon.co.uk/Phonic-stories-read-home-Sounds-Write-
ebook/dp/B076DFK39N/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=sounds+write&qid=1611743752&sr=8-2 
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Phonics: Sounds~Write 



Why Sounds~write? 

•Consistency: one scheme for 
Blackthorns 
•Context: teaches letters and sounds 
in context, teaching reading and 
writing simultaneously. 
•Progression: taught in units; Initial 
code > Extended Code>Polysyllabic 
code 



Key Lesson Features 
• ‘Script’ format of the lessons 

•Sounds presented in the context of the word 

•Word-lists and texts 

•Refer to letter sounds, not names until secure  

•Precise pronunciation (‘b’ not ‘buh’)  
http://www.st-thomasaquinas.co.uk/sounds-write/ 

• Importance of gestures – say the sound- read the 
word 
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Key Lesson Features 

•Writing/ spelling integral part of every lesson 

•Sounds~Write training introduced a bank of 
‘lessons’:  Word Building  

   Symbol Search  

   Sound~ Swap  

   Reading & Spelling 

•Skills: segmenting, blending, manipulation 

•Each Sounds~Write session consists of two or 
three ‘lessons’ and also follow-up activities 

•Cumulative  
 



Blending 

I can only speak in 
sounds 

Help me say the 
word 



Initial Code 
UNIT SKILLS CODE CONCEPTUAL 

1 CVC (consonant: vowel: 

consonant) 

a, i, m, s, t Sounds can be 

represented by 

spellings with one 

letter 

2 CVC n, o, p 

3 CVC b, c, g, h 

4 CVC d, e, f, v 

5 CVC k, l, r, u 

6 CVC j, w, z 

7 CVC X, y, ff*,ll*,ss*,zz* Some spellings (*) are 

written with a double 

consonant 

8 VCC and CVCC No new code 

9 CCVC No new code 

10 CCVCC, CVCC, CCCVC No new code 

11 sh, ch, th, ck, wh, ng, qu Some spellings are 

written with two 

different letters 



Supporting At Home 
• ‘Say the sound, write the word’ 

•Encourage opportunities to write/read – shopping 
lists, etc. 

•Practise handwriting and correct letter formation 

•Precise pronunciation 

•When helping your child to spell an unknown word, 
refer to what they do know: “It’s the /c/ as in cat” 

•Celebrate and reward effort, especially when this is 
phonetically plausible 



EYFS Framework 







Any Questions? 

thinkers@blackthornsprimaryacademy.org.uk 

 

Parent reps what’s app 

 

mailto:thinkers@blackthornsprimaryacademy.org.uk

